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GREED, that the Thanks 
of the Soc ur be given 
to * Grace the Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Your, for his Sermon 
preached this Day before the 


SoclETY ; and that his Grace 


be defired to deliver a Copy of 


PL — — 


the ſame to the SOCIETY tobe 


Printed. 
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Danger vit. ver. 14. 


And there was given him dominion, vols glory, 
and a kingdom, that" all people, nations. and 
languages ſhould ſerve bim His dominion is 
© an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs 
away, and bis * that which ſhall not be 


defreged.. Obs 4 


HE more early Prophecies, 

Mk. concerning the kingdom of 
T our Saviour Chriſt, were de- 
ATE" 4. livered at a time, when the 
>> deſcendants of Noah had oc- 
cupied but a very ſmall part 

1 5 earth. As mankind increaſed, and 


multiplied, - thoſe prophecies were rene wed; 


008 became continually more diſtin and ſpe- 
A8 e 
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cific, referring to a variety of facts, which, 
as they were intended for the convictiSh ol 
free and rational minds, might in futur 8 
times, form a_ ſeries of evidence. For the 
preſervation of this evidence, God, in the 
wiſdom of his providence, ſeparated a patti- 
ular people, whoſe circumſtances, from their 
firſt ſeparation to the times we live in, are all 
miraculous, 

Among the other events foretold, was the 
riſe of four great empires, within the. limits 
of all which the Jews, by the fituation of the 
country, which God's particular proyidence 
had allotted to them, were comprehended. 
By all. theſe revolutions the temporal intereſts 
of the Jews were much affected. It was of 
. courſe impoſſible, that ſuch events ſhould 
paſs, without leaving ſtrong and laſting memo» 
rials. To the Jews therefore they were pro- 
perly made a ground of evidence, and as ſuch = 
foretold 'to them. | 


Alter thus diſtinguiſhing; by the moſt in- 
tereſting events, the courſe of human- affairs 
through a long ſucceſſion of ages, and giving 
thoſe great land marks which could not be 
- miſtaken, the prophecies of all periods agreed | 


in foretelling another event more importuſit 
5 and 


for the Propagation of the G,, 3 
and extraordinary: than the reſt; and in raiſing 
the thoughts of the Jews, to the expeRation 
of a fifth kingdom, which was to. be different 


in it's nature from all the other, and, what 


was ſtill more particular, was to take hs 0 | 
among themſelves. | 85 


But the Jews were carnal- minded, a 
favoured not the things that be of God, but 


thoſe that be of men. They miſapprehended- 
the nature of that kingdom; and were  Took- ' 
ing for temporal power. The apoſtles them- 
Telves, with all their advantages, were not 
eakly freed from the entanglement of popular 
error. But it was ſoon underſtood, that Chriſt's 
kingdom is ſpiritual; and, as a ſpeculative point, 
it is now ſo received. I do not know that, as 
an opinion, it has been diſputed, except it 
was by ſome ignorant fanaticks of the laſt age. 
But, notwithſtanding all that is here admitted, 
I am exceedingly miſtaken, if when we examine 
the actions of ſects and parties, and even the 
reaſonings of many writers, upon queſtions of 
the firſt importance to ſociety, we do not diſ- 
cover that the minds of men axe ſtill under an 
Mitra, of that fundamental truth. 


10 theſe mileohceptions . 8 2 
Ii quick growth of ecclefiaſtical tyranny, and 
eſpecially 


'$| -::- Sun before the Society. 

eſpecially that enormous fabrick bf the Papacy, 
which was raiſed ſo high, as to affect the 
growth of every thing which was ' planted 
under it's ſhadow. To theſe T would aſcribe 
moſt of the calamities, with which mankind - / 
has been haraſs'd for ſo many centuries, the 
_ cruſades againſt infidels and. diſſenting Chriſ- 
tians, the devaſtations and maſſacres, and that 
cauſe of them all, the received doctrine of the 
lawfulneſs of . perſecution, in the cauſe of 
God. This was one af the worſt corruptions 
of Popery ; the reformers ought to have aban- 
doned it with the reſt. They however thought 
it neceſſary to their own ſyſtem ; they took it 
with them, and ſoon found it an upealy com- 


panion. 


One fatal conſequence was, that the miſ- 
chief ended not with the temporary miſery, 
which it inflicted; but it has conſtantly fur- 
niſhed the moſt colourable and moſt popular 
ground to the objections of infidelity. Thoſe 
enormities, which in truth and juſtice ought 
to have been traced to a deviation from the 
firſt principles of the Chriſtian faith, are re- 
preſented as belonging to our religion itſelf. 
| And Chriſtianity has been e for giv- 
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inconſiſtent with it's genuine doctrines, humi- 
lity, forbearance, and nn it n 

condemns. 


But the ben conceptions concerning 

the nature of Chriſt's kingdom, were not 
confined to the abuſe of power. The ſame 
unfortunate operation may be diſcovered in the 
conduct of ſubordinate ſects, whoſe practices 
| have ſeldom eſcaped the. tincture of faction. 
If the liberty which they called for, had meant 
liberty they were ſurely juſtified ; but it meant 
dominion. They were rarely ſatisfied with 
the permiſſion to worſhip' God in quietneſo 
and meekneſs; but were making pretenſions, 
which the conſtitutions of their country could 
not admit; and therefore many of the puniſh- 
ments which they ſet forth, as ſufferings for 
conſcience ſake, were really for offences Wente 
the law of the community. 


It may be faid indeed, even of as church 
of England, that at certain periods, ſome of 
it's rulers have unhappily partaken of that 
violence, with which the civil affairs of our 
eountry happened then to be conducted. But 
we ſhall: not aſſume too much, if we are bold 
to aſſert, that this church was founded with 
area parry ſobriety and ' prudence ; that it's 

eſtabliſhment 
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ctabliſiunent dns not attndad with thoſs 
tumults, vhich accompanied the reformation ; 
in moſt other countries. That it has:always 
had leſs of a perſecuting ſpirit, than perhaps 2 
any other; that it. has for a long time been 
acknowledged poſſeſſion. of that glory ; ; 01 
1 know any thing of it's preſent temper, It's 
| principles are governed by a perfect charity 
towards all Who diſſent from it. Whether it 
has received by the ſame meaſure. with which 8 
it has dealt, is a conſideration not unſuitable 
to the buſineſs o this DO CO Sane 
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To the achi® bad effects arkid ariſe fam 
e notions of Chriſt's kingdom, may 
be added thoſe wander ings of curious and un- 
ſettled minds, upon queſtions which really do 
not concern us; to whom it might be enough 
to ſay, how dangerous it is to be buſy in ex- 
ploring thoſe things, which it is a part of Ge 
5 to keep concealed. 


19 Among theſe vopcofitebla einen, [may 
be numbered the enquiries/whether-before-the 
conoluſion of things, all mankind are tobe 
real Chriſtians, or whether they are onht 0 
profeſs Chriftianity ; together with: the ſcep- 
tical arguments founded on the inadequate 


Feten which the CO profeſſion may 
ſeem 
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deem to. have made; and the deſection of 
aur z cue. i ee er 
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Theſe reaſonings aro hh uſually FEY | 
'tyous, both as ſearching into the hidden things | 


of God, and as implying 4 difideh&® of Bis 
Promiſes. But theſe likewiſe ſeem to he de- 


tived from an erroneous apprehenſion of the 
Meſliah's kingdom, and from their having 
confounded the dominion of Chriſt, which is 
over the heart and the mind, with things that 
are indeed very different, Chriſtian ſovereignty, 
Chriſtian eſtabliſhment, and the formal; Pre- 
leſlon of the goſpel religion. 


The dominion of Chriſt applits to the 5. 


a ward man; the diſorders which it is to ſubdue 
are thoſe of the ſoul ; the happineſs, Which it 
promiſes, is, either that of another lie, or 
tends to mental ſatisfaction in this. | It Cannot 
de imaprefice or defeated by any earthly power, 
as no foree ean inereaſe or neee 

Ff an enlightned ane 34 270} 22289. 


' "As to eſtabliſ 25 and a” the ey, 3 ate 
involved in wor hings; whoſe nature it Is 
to be ſubj ect to rubs The nations "whoſe 
14 5 it has been to receive the golpel 


lights, have the election between good and 
B evil; 
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"evil EN have oaffions and appetites, .as Well 

as rational minds. Their religion muſt there- 
fore be ceived unequally. Thoſe who have 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe of it, are ſtill in the ſame ſo- 
ciety with others, who care not for theſe things, 
and who perhaps live without a God in the 
world, F rom theſe men therefore they are 
liable to inju! ury, as well as from the ordinaty 
attacks of other nations. R 


[They are of zoturle Lubjet to all thoſe acci- 
Fey by which: human affairs are governed, 


The contrary could not obtain, without a mi- 
raculdus interpoſition. Unleſs therefore hu- 
man agency ſhould be abſolutely controuled, 
religion may be extinguiſhed, . where it once 
. abounded ; and may exiſt very imperfetly, 
where the profeſſion of it is moſt entire, It 
may flouriſh under oppreſhon, and fall away 
under a courſe of ; worldly propetity. | 


If religion then is of a nature 10 „ 


different from our worldly concerns, | has it 


therefore no connexion with them, and it is 
ſo pure as to avoid their intercourſe? There 
haye been ſuch tenets; but they « do not belong 
to, rational Chriſtianity. Religion has the 
we for the theatre of i it $ action, and is as 
intimately | 
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intimately connected with. it, as the aul, is 


5 wih the body. 7 2 J . e 


Or is it 0 ſufficient, | as to MAL upon "fes 


own. energies, and to reject the affiſtance 'of 
civil anthorit 17 We arc not {> preſuming. 


We have no oh 
afliſtatice. We eue the propagation of 


our religion as a duty, not. only belonging to 
common charity, but eſpecially enjoined by 


like all other Satin owe e and 
effect, to ſuch honeſt means as human, pru; 
dence may ſuggeſts When itis ſaid, be ye harq- 
leſs as doves ;, it is alſo ſaid. be ꝓe wiſe; agofer- 


pents- | Forefight and diſcretion are proper 


inſtruments in this warfare, #ough violence 
and injury are pf. eau Anon g Nd bftsngo 


However powetful the gofpel truths may Be 
yet ſome proviſion is neceſſaty 10 procurebem 
u heating; ſourees muſt be opened); channels 


"mult be cleared and: a fckurit) mitt Wiha 
againſt interruption and oppreſſion; "Som af. 


-ſiſtances therefore are reaſonebly»' exprcted; 


and it is the , buſineſs of the ſtate to. provide 
them. For this is mote than a private conterg. 
They are ſhallow. politicians, who are nbt on- 
| vinced, that ** not only enſures the way 

2 8 
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to our future happineſs, but where it is pre- 
ſerved untainted by the corruptions of > the 
heart which lead to vicious gratifications, and 
the diſtempers of the mind, which are ſcep- 
ticiſm and fanaticiſm, it promotes, by a ne- 
ceſſary operation, the vigour and ſtrength, as 
well as the peace and harmony of ſociety. | 


| If we conſider the condition of thoſe who 
fit ! in darkneſs, it will appear no trifling be 
nefit, if by our zeal we may enable them to 
be no lon ger under the dominion of tlleir luſts; 
to have a clearer view of their relative duties; 
and the obligations on which thoſe duties are 
founded; to find new aids in the performance 
of them, from thoſe hopes and fears which 
are held forth to them: and when they are 
oppreſſed by a conſciouſneſs of their weakneſs, 
or the. terrors of their former guilt, to find 
comfort-in the precious blood of the lamb, 
who was foreordained, before the foundation 
of the world, enen, a Tas _ 


ſom forall. 


With theſe n 0 upon thiels prints 
abs our ſociety was eſtabliſhed, - in a period 
as favourable” to civil liberty, and to the ge- 
neral intereſt of mankind, as any in the Bri- 
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wanted the adminiſtrstion of God's wasd, and 
 Gcraments, and ſremed to 0 l 
ane, f A 


At that time oe helf of 1 1 
were faid to be of the church of 1 nglang, 
and excepting Virginia and Maryland, f ugh- 
owt, the whole continent, they. had only five 
churches, The number. is now Encreaſed to 
ſame; hundreds, chiefly by the cxertiqns of 


Private charity, beſides the proviign for iti- 
Hetzut miniſters, ee ee or 
—_— 2 I 15s STE wm 17 


counts * — and new ace 
tions; the encreaüng numbers gf compwpi- 
Gente, the adult ;favages and megroes 

wolte inſtructed fur baptiſm. „0 f the proſpeRt 


But we have had a ſad reverſe. Let us not now 


tes, many af the king's ſuhjects in America 


ws 
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o ſucceſsful miſſions among the Indian tribes. 
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boaſt of theſe: ſbeceſſes, though the perform- 


ance of a duty cannot be without a comfort; - 
Thoſe ſucceſſes ſoon gave apprehenſions to ſuck 


as meant not peace, and were among the brit 
dauſes of our calamity. The ſatisfaction land 
joy which we uſed to feel is now turned ta la- 
mentation. Our hearts are full of -heavinels; 
even as the heart of one who mourneth for his 
mother. It is painful to remember the rela- 
tions which theſe two laſt years have brought 
vs. , The. horrid ſuffetings of our brethren 
the laity. *Confiſcations and imprionments k 
univerſally inflicted, for no other offence, but 
that of being quiet and dutiful ſubjects. And 
the miniſters of our church purſued” with * 
licenticuſneſs" of cruelty; of which no Chrift- 
tian country can afford an example, the neighs 
boufinz favages perhaps may. But I will leave 
this topic. It is too melancholy. I will leave 
it on another account; it may e excite too much 
of that reſentment, which it. is the buſineſs of 


religion to moderate, though not to extinguiſh. - | 


„ 


Avoiding cherefore both paſſionate exceſſes, 


add unprofitable ſorrows, let us look rather to- 


Wards a correction of the evil, and in our way 
'to that, let us — by What probable cauſes 
ü 1 2 Gur 
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— and civil intereſts in — 
3 to this calamitous ſituation, © : 


5 


Of theſe cauſes,” I am afraid that too matiy 


| a: be charged to miſtakes or inattentions in 
government; perhaps in every government that 
Has ſubſiſted ſince the colonĩes were firſt eſta- 
- bliſhed. - Whatever there is of that ſort, is a 
fitter ſubject for each man's particular reflexion, 
than for à public diſcuſſion in this place. It 


will be more ſuitable as well as more profitable 
to us at this time, to conſider whether the 


evil may in any part be aſcribed, to the pre- 
ſent ſtate of our morals and opinions. TN 


4 A fair eſtimate of. the firkt; might <a 
enable us to account for the latter. But how- 


ever applicable to the occaſion ſuch a diſquiſi- 
tion may be, it is worked can naw attempt. 


I ſhall content im var therefore with making 


a ſhort obſervation upon ſome looſe opinions, 
which have been lately current on two very 


erbt ſubjects, religious and civil liberty. 


It has been the practice of ſectaries to claim 
much more, than they are dif] poſed to give ; 
and ſome, who when poſſeſſed of power, uſed it 
ſufficiently, have afterwards made pretenſions 
to an unreſtrained right of preaching and pro- 


pagating their opinions. How theſe preten- 
: | ſions 
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T8 | Gonokee banned. is may be difficult ty E. es- | 


cept it be an ſame miſtaken texts af 


which apply w the abſcrvance of the Jerich 
Rial, but are go made to. curfy a relepſe- 

went from the law of the ſtate, under a-notion - 
el Chriſtian Jiberty, It it trus that cho ſecret 


8 intercourſe between 4 gan g ſpicit and his area 


tor, excludes all foreign cognizance. But it is. 


not ſo when ſects are formed, aſſemblies con- 


yoned, 2 diſtinct ſyſtem of een . 


and men appointed to propagate . 
ts this ſtate of things, every kad govery- 


ment by it's inherent right of providing for 


it's owt ſafety, is juſtified in enquiring what 


thoſo doctrines are. They may be immoral, 
they may be ſeditious, they may be ſubverſive 
of ſociety itſelf. It was a favourite dottritie 
in the laſt century, that dominiop is founded 
in grace. Thoſe therefore who were ,pleaſed 
to call themſelves the. ſaints of the, earth, 


thought they had a good right to all the Pow 
er, and all the property in the univerſe. 


The hiſtory of fanaticiſon will bai many 


ſych examples, 


The truth l is, that in our frail and Fm | 


condition, even a religion can with difhculty 
. * 


OTE: 
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keep itlelf undefled from the world. It ga- 
thers ſome impurities in it's paſſage. When 
2 ſect therefore is eſtabliſned, it uſually be- 

| comes & party in the ſtate z it has it's intereſts; 
it has it's animuſities; together with a ſyſtem 
of civil opinions,” by which it is diſtinguiſhed; 
at leaſt as much, as by it's- religious. Upon 
theſe opinions, when contrary to the wells 
being of the community, he dt of the 
ſtate i is properly exerciſed. | 


* 
924 1 


The laws elbe __ a 7 Baca 

extremely ſevere ; but they were not founded 

on any difference in religious ſentiments. . The 
reaſons. upon which they were e 


perl political. * 


The Fapiſts knen 14 4 i eee 
different from that of the ſtate; and ſome of 
the opinions which they maintained, made it 
impoſſible to giye any ſecurity for their obe- 
dience. We are uſually. governed by tradi- 
tional notions, and are apt to receive the par- 
tialities and averſions of our fathers: but new 


dangers may ariſe; and if at any time another 
denomination. of men ſhould be equally dan- 


gerous to our civil intereſts, it would be juſti- 
Hu ug * them . ſimilar 1 * 
8 Upon 
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-Upbn theſe-ſubjedts Chrilkanity has made 
noilicration} Vit has left the ſyſtems of "civil | 
polity, and the duties annexed to them, ex- 
actly as they were before. Our Saviour's:dif+ 


courſes. all related to the actions of private 


men, and the goſpel was equally given, to the 
Jew and to the gende, to the bond ang" 4p 


e. | V4 14 


UE 1 


Let Chriſtianity therefore be pred. 
lends no aid to theſe extravagancies, any more 
than to thoſe on the e of civil 
. r 2g 36 927. ros 


> ep 


6s is the aloe 1 of faction to look. for 
Wa colourable, by which the ignorant 


and unwary may be deceived, and this is com- 
monly effected, by the adoption of a falſe," or 
the miſapplication of a true principle. 


What. is aſſumed v upon the preſent octaſion, 
is "the glorious nature of liberty. - Of this 


there can be no queſtion; and, I hope, 2 * no 
times will be fo wretchedly debaſed, to 


make it a queſtion 1 in this free country. 14 is 
certainly the firſt and moſt valuable of all Ky- 
man poſſeſſions. It realizes and ſecures all the 
reſt; and by thoſe, who 3 are in the ese 
of it, ought to be maintained at all hazard 


But it remains to be ſettled ; wherein does it” 
conſiſt ? 


Her rbe l ropugation of be Gupel 1 
conſiſt? I have ſometimes thought it a miafor- 
tune, that a thing ſo valuable and important, 
ſhould have no word in our language to expreſs 


E: except one which goes t JET: EE that 
= and lawleſs, RE 7 


age e ndtiny 
If therefore we would avoidbuting our un- 
derſtanding with the ideas of ſavage liberty, 
which have no place in regulated ſociety,” we: 
mould uſe it with an addition, ſuch as legal, 
or civil liberty. It ſeems to conſiſt, in a free 
dom from all reſtraints, except ſuch, as eſta- 
bliſhed law impoſes, for the good of the com- 
munity, to which the partia] good of each in- 
dividual i is r to give Place. A | 


e * are in the nature of things;: FO 

two-ſorts of government; that of law, and 
that of force; it wants no argument to. prove, 
that under the laſt, freedom cannot ſubſiſt. If 
it ſubſiſts therefore, it muſt be under law; 
and of neceſſity that law muſt be ſupreme 3 for 
if it is not ſupreme, it's power muſt be a- 
bridged by it's enemy, force. The foundation 
therefore of legal freedom, is the ſupremacy 
of law. Tt has been acknowledged as ſuch, 
by all common-wealths from the beginning of 


the world; as the only power, which, can pro- 


wo our n e their nas adverfaries, 
dg 0 ius 4 0 1143 icas en 
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Ho ASERMON before ths Satrnty, 
deſpotiſm and anarchy. Theſe indeed han 


ufually gone together, for no anarchy tver pre- 
vailed, which did not. end in deſpotiſm. 


The oallions of men re reſtleſs and enter 4 
priſing, the occaſions which time may preſent 

to them are innumerable, and the poſſible 
ſituations of things much more various, than 
any wiſdom can forefee. But the ſupremacy 
of law is a ſteady and uniform rule, to which 
thoſe, who mean well, may in all circum- 
Rances ſafely adhere. % 


To thoſe. indeed, who 1 ean delinquency, 
it is not very favourable. * This they were 
aware of, and have therefore ſubſtituted ano- 
ther rule, by which every man's humour or 
ihtereft is to be made the meaſure of his obe- 
dience. 


By this ſyſtem of political rights, ambition, 
revenge, envy, and avarice, with the other 
bad paſſions, the controlling of which is the 

very intent and meaning of law, Lare all let 
looſe ; and thoſe dear intereſts, for the pro- 
tedtion of which we truſt in law, are at once 
| abandoned to outrage. 


t is fo wonderful that weak erer, 


find ſtubility, eyen ity poplar madneſs, | F is 
| wonderful that extreme Holly ſhould not be 
more 
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more innocent. But it is moſt wonderful that 
| owe hate apy thing 16-jafs; Gould adipy 

ſuch a ſyſtem. 


Do they hold their dilivdtions 5 fortunes 4 
by any other tenure, than that of law? and 
will they put them to the hazard, for the 
chance of m. ann better. in the 
uproar ? ? | 
This would be a more defperate ſpecies of 
gaming, than any other which is known, 
eyen in theſe times. But nothing is to mean 
for the uſes of parties, efpecially as they are 
now conſtittrtec. Parties once had a principle 
belonging to them, abſurd perhaps, and inde. 
fenſible, but till carrying a notion of duty, 
by which honeſt minds might eaſily be caught. 


But they are now combinations of indivi- 
ä duals, who inſtcad of being the ſons and ſer- 
vants of the community, make a league for 
advancing their private intereſts, It is their 
buſineſs to hold high the notion of political 
honour. I believe and truſt it is not injurious 
to ſay, that ſuch a bond is no better than that» 
by which the loweft and wickedeſt combina- 
tions are held together; and that it denotes 


the laſt ſtage of RY depravity, * 


There 


22 : 4 an en before, the Society | 
There is anothigr point, in the clearing of 


intim tely concerned. Thoſe, who maintain 
(theſ dectlines, juſtify themſelves by the glo- 
rious revolution. Are the caſes in any view 
fimilar? Or did the leaders in that great bu- 
fineſs act upon principles ſuch as theirs? 
y went into that enterprize, who were of 
73 4 ent complexions and characters, and with 
very different deſigns, and motives, Some 
who but little before, when they thoyght it 
their intereſt, were ready enough to have be- 
trayed the conſtitution. But the beſt and ho- 
neſteſt among them ſtood forth avowedly, as 
ſupporting the ſupremacy of law. Have theſe 
men done the ſame? or have they not, in 
every ſtep of the American conteſt, aſſailed 
And inſulted it? They have maintained, that a 
charter which iſſues from the king's ſole plea- 
ſure, is valid againſt an act of parliament. 
They have maintained, that a king of Eng- 
land has the power to diſcharge any number 
of his ſubjects that he pleaſes, from the alle- 
giance that is due to the wenne angd 


N 


T hey uſed their beſt n to throw 
the whole weight and power gf ; the colonies 
into the ſcale E190; crown but we thank 
Da 85 | ws God's 


55 | i Sg | 
| for che Propagation of the Goſpel 23 
God's good providence, that we had a prince 


upon the throne; whoſe magnanimity and juſ- 
tice were ſuperior to ſuch temptations. f 


thoſe men therefore they have taken the name, 


but not the reis, ee, far en : 


mange FRE nt 
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«My fabjec, Lhape, | will excuſe me, for 
che notice have taken of theſe, miſchievous 
opinions. I conſider them, as relating, not in- 
' deed. to the rebellion itſelf, | for that reſts. upon 
wickedneſs, only, but to the ſpecious . 
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| Wa which it is ſo ſhameleſsly c defended. . 


This diſcourſe has, Tam afraid, been ; 
gurl beyond the uſual limits. 1 fall 


could” be in comfortable words, that thoſt 
Who! Have been patient in tribulation, might 
" likewiſe rejdite in hope. Or proſpects in- 
deed have long been dark. We may now 
perhaps diſcover a ray of brightneſs; but fbr 
the continuance and. encreaſe of it we muſt 
rely on the wiſdom of our governors; in con- 


fidence that neceſſity will at laſt ne thoſe 


remedies, which, forefight did not: that. the 
dependance of the colonies may bo no longer 
nominal; and for our ſpiritual intereſts, we 
hope the reaſoning, which was ſo juſt in the 
570 / caſe 


therefore add but very little more. I wish it 


— 
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cuſe of Cinata, uhnt if you allowed their 16> 
ligion you muſt aflow a maintenance for their 
elcrgy, will be thopght at tra v2 aye 
when it pleads: for dur own. church; 

ithoſe who are diſpoſed to worſhip * 
peace and charity, may be thought entitled to 
a regular and decent ſupphrt for their miniſ- 
ters; that they may not continue to want 
the important office of confirmation, without 
the benefit of which even a toleration is not 
complete ; and that thoſe who ns a calf to 
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nation, at an expence which © very ASD?) 
and with the hazards, of a long voyage, Which 
has been already fatal to many of them. We 


have ſurely a right to expect, that the only 
eſtabliſhed church, ſhould not, againſt all ex- 
ample, remain in a ſtate of oppreſſion; and 
that whatever encouragements may be afforded, 
they ſhould rather be for the « profeiing | 


Ran againſt it. 


As to what bellen to d en, * | 
for our parts, ſhould with to fay, Go and fin 
no more. But the intereſts of great ſtates re- 
Maire ſecurities that are not precarious. £91 


Our chief reliance however mw cn he 
on the mercies of God, ho has already fo 


often | 
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often interpoſed with mighty deliverances in 
behalf of this church and nation; that He, 
of - whoſe providence it is the diſtinQive, cha- 
racer to produce harmony and order out of 
apparent confuſion z to whoſe eternal mind 
futurity is always preſent ; and who from the 
beginning of time, has ſo directed the blind 

operations of ſinful men, that they ſhould all 
contribute to the ſhining forth of that light 
which was to lighten the Gentiles, may now 

alſo by the excellency of his power, make the 
ſweet water to flow from bitter fountains, and, 
even in our preſent diſtreſſes lay the founda- 
tion of our future tranquility. 


To him we offer up our humble and fervent 
prayers, that he may once more comfort his 
people ; that the hearts of the froward may be 
turned; and the diſobedient brought to the 
wiſdom of the juſt. - Amen, 
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